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LET’S MAKE IT FAIR 
Working Towards a Decent Life for All 

An Anti-Poverty Week 2013 event 

 

REPORT ON OUTCOMES  
 

 

 

“Overcoming poverty 

 is not a task of charity,  

IT IS AN ACT OF JUSTICE ...  

…It is man-made 

 and it can be 

overcome and eradicated  

by the actions of human beings.” 

~Nelson Mandela  
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Around 120 people gathered at the Kippax Uniting Community Centre on Tuesday 15 October to talk 

about ways that they, together, could make their community fairer.  The Community Centre is 

located in Holt, one of a string of suburbs on the western edge of Belconnen in Canberra which have 

been identified as a location where disadvantage has become structural and entrenched. 

Canberra, by most measures, is the richest, most equitable city in Australia which is one of the 

richest countries in the world.  And this is by far the ‘richest’ era in history.  We have resources and 

we have capabilities.  Let’s Make It Fair was an opportunity for a community to come together to 

talk about how they want to use those resources to minimise the impact of poverty in their area. 

The participants at Let’s Make It Fair included users of the services at UnitingCare Kippax, members 

of the Kippax Uniting congregation, members of the local community, people from other churches 

and community organisations, large and small businesses, community services, government service 

providers, other government staff including policy makers and senior executives and local and 

Federal politicians.  In short, all aspects of our community were represented as were all ages with 

the children who attended being given different ways to make a contribution to the discussions. 

Let’s Make It Fair started with input from a range of people that looked at the current economic 

situation in the ACT, the reality of living in West Belconnen from the perspective of young people, 

single parents and small business owners, the impact of disadvantage and the opportunities that 

being the richest city in Australia presents. 

  

We can have anything we want.  We 

can’t have everything, but we can 

have anything… 

Dr Richard Denniss 

The Australia Institute 

To see the full extent of inequality [in Australia] 

today, imagine a ladder on which each rung 

represents a million dollars of wealth.  Now imagine 

the Australian population spread out along this 

ladder with distance from the ground reflecting 

household wealth. 

On this ladder most of us are just a few centimetres 

off the ground. Half of all households are closer to 

the ground than they are to the first rung.   The 

typical Australian household has a wealth of about 

half a million dollars, placing it halfway to the first 

rung.   A household in the top 10% is one and a half 

rungs up, at about knee height.  A household in the 

top 1% is five rungs up, about neck level.  The 

mining billionaire Gina Rinehart is nearly 10 

kilometres off the ground. 

Dr Andrew Leigh MHR 

 Member for Fraser 

As a community we should be able 

to all come together and make West 

Belconnen a more appealing place 

that people actually want to come 

and live in 

Glenn Thomson 

Community speaker 
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And then it was over to the participants.  Given just over half an hour, they came up with around 90 

different things they could do to minimise the effects of poverty in this community.  The ideas 

addressed issues and themes that are present in the community.  The main themes were: 

 Building community through shared action, shared social activities, increased participation and 

planning and designing physical spaces that enable people to relate more easily 

 Focusing on the strengths of relationships by recognising and supporting the roles of 

grandparents, families and other carers; collaborating with and within these existing 

relationships to provide support with child care, and to those with mental health issues; and 

linking older people and young people through mentoring relationships in both directions  

 Increasing the information available to community members on current services, what they do, 

how to access them and the benefits to be gained from working with those services 

 Working with specific groups in the population, especially young people, Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islanders and people transitioning to retirement 

 Identifying specific actions that people can take to improve transport options, school 

experiences – especially for those who disengage or have learning difficulties, employment and 

accommodation, and 

 Looking at ways that new approaches and bright ideas can be resourced, including through 

community fundraising, community organisation contributions and advocating for tax reform. 

The table on page 5 shows how the ideas have been sorted and grouped.   The specific and practical 

ideas raised by people have been shown against the areas of interest or concern that they are most 

likely to address.  These practical ideas are available to anyone to implement – they belong to the 

community and will have the most impact when they are jointly done by the people who will be 

most affected by them.  This is not to say that the community is to be ‘abandoned’ to its fate and left 

to do or not do these ideas on their own.  UnitingCare Kippax, Kippax Uniting Church and many 

others are interested in these outcomes; we will use them to inform advocacy work, future planning 

and new projects.  These ideas will provide ways that community services can act in partnership with 

members of the community on things we jointly know we want to do. 

The other thing that the participants contributed to Let’s Make It Fair was an identification of the 

strengths of the local community.  65 different ideas coalesced into the strengths of: 

 High levels of community spirit 

 Existing community services 

 A diverse population 

 A positive physical environment 

 A mix of ages 

 A widely demonstrated positive attitude  

 People being new to the community and wanting to contribute to it, and 

 The ACT being a manageable size in which to implement new ideas. 

A sorted list of the identified strengths is on page 9. 
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So what’s to be done?  One member of the community has already offered to start action on a 

specific idea. The UnitingCare Kippax Board will be looking at this report at its meeting in November 

to see what UnitingCare might be able to do, with whom, to progress some of these ideas including 

seeking funding and other resources from a range of groups.    And we’d be happy to hear from 

anyone who’d like to take further action collaboratively.  Contact us on 6254 1733… 

    

      

 

Meg Richens 

Executive Officer 

UnitingCare Kippax
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Discussion outcomes – themed 

Area of interest/concern Sub set What’s already happening Program/activity idea 

Taxes  Targeted Assistance Strategy work Include more equitable tax system in 
advocacy 

Info and understanding  Assistance Website 
http://www.assistance.act.gov.au/  
Promote WB Health Co-op 
Belconnen Community Services in 
Kippax  
Sharing information between 
organisations 

Connected services/service hub 
West Belconnen services hub for people 
with mental health concerns, those with 
disabilities and the aged 
1 stop shop to get services information, 
including on what services are available in 
West Belconnen 
ACT list of services on line 
Do more to raise understanding about 
poverty in Canberra 
 

Encourage participation Provide a voice for people who can’t be 
involved 
Encourage/advocate for public servants 
to volunteer in local community 
activities/organisations  
Encourage and cajole local politicians to 
support action 

Encourage skilling up around social media 
for parents and kids 
Let people know about Get Up, Oaktree 
Foundation, change.org to provide 
opportunities to contribute to mass 
advocacy 
 

Transport   Develop a list of volunteers willing to 
provide transport 
Improve transport for parents of young 
children to access the community 
Lobby for reduced transport costs/free 
travel  
Suggest a multi-year trial of a free bus 
connection to the light rail hubs 

http://www.assistance.act.gov.au/
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Schools  Schools and police working closely 
together 

Advocate for more school counsellors 
Encourage cultural excursions 
Offer after school academic, ESL, 
Indigenous and recreational activities 
Offer mentoring 
Take 40 Assets to Kingsford Smith School 
Homework club 
Remedial reading/mentoring grandparent 
relationships – Experience Corps 

Bullying Info about cyber bullying 
Mary Porter/Yvette Berry bullying 
project 

Early intervention at day care/playgroup – 
building resilience and self esteem 
Connect Men’s Shed volunteers to kids 
who don’t quite fit in – build connections 

Assisting those who disengage 
from education 

Breakfast Club Study into why children who don’t fit the 
mold end up worse off 

Learning difficulties Respite/support for parents of children 
with ADHD (see ADHD Support Group 
www.addact.org.au) 
Support services for children with high 
needs in mainstream schools 

Increase services 
 

Caring roles/family strength  Promote the role of community in 
caring for children 

Support grandparents undertaking caring 
roles with children 
Support for people dealing with family 
law issues 
 

 Mental health support  Support businesses/organisations to 
adopt positive mental health 
plans/approaches 

Building community   Talk to your neighbours 
Support local organisations doing 
community building 

http://www.addact.org.au/
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A community council for West 
Belconnen? But not the way BCC 
currently works 

 Zoning, planning and design  Encouraging equity through planning  
Encouraging discussion of housing design 
and style 

 Community through 
environment/community 
garden (financing projects) 

Cooperative work with Rotary for 
community garden water tanks; 
planning around Mower Shed 
(extension of community garden to 
cooperative sharing of resources) 

Working bees to improve parks and other 
public spaces   
Turn mobile working bees into a business 
(see micro-finance) 
Encourage community gardening (like 
mutual planting of trees etc) in newer 
suburbs/developments 
Reopen Ginninderra Falls as cooperative 
deal between land owner and ACT 
Government as public space for West 
Belconnen residents 
Build community gardens on nature strips 

Social connectivity gatherings, etc   Revive a ‘Sunday in the Park’ type of 
event for West Belconnen 
Use web resources to link people 
together (eg: meetup.com) 
Community picnics 

Transitioning to retirement   ‘Exchange’ help at home for older people 
for their time volunteering in community  

Young people   Have YP mentor older people in use of 
computer/IT skills 
Youth centre/drop in centre in West 
Belconnen (at KSS??) 
UCK run more youth programs 
Include 18 – 25 year olds as volunteers in 
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youth services 
Ask YP what they think would make a 
difference 

Indigenous people  Create/have opportunities to build 
collaborative approaches to address the 
Indigenous gap (BelUnity) 

 

Conflict resolution   Include informal conflict resolution 
workers in community organisations to 
help build community 

Music   A piano in every home 

Homelessness  Support “HOME in Queanbeyan” type 
of project in Canberra  

 

Childcare/learning cooperative   Sponsor a person to do childcare training 
(probably under Family Day Care); have 
them care for other people’s children 
while those other people train/work 

Micro-finance   Link with Rotary to establish or support 
micro financing opportunities 

 

Principles  

 Involve people in planning the systems and communities that will affect them 

 Create opportunities through any of the above program ideas to build communities of interest 
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Strengths - Themed 

Community spirit (23) 

 A community that wants to connect 

A sense of community 

I have friends 

Good community connections and cooperation 

Strength of community 

Charnwood community and beyond 

Community leadership 

A resilient and resourceful population 

Sense of belonging through sport, community activities and schools 

Community 

Lots of good community ‘stuff’ happens 

Caring community (x 2) 

Strong community spirit and sense of place 

Awareness of need in community and contribution towards those in need 

Friendly people 

The people 

Friendly 

How proud our community is that we live in West Belconnen 

Long history 

Involvement 

Support 

Partnerships 

Services (16) 

Our Child and Family Centre 

Kippax Uniting Church/Kippax UnitingCare and their networks (x 5) 

An active Rotary Club of Ginninderra to focus on local support projects 

Engagement between services 

West Belconnen (National) Health Coop 

Education 

Health services 

Access to health services 

Health service 

Good infrastructure 

Wonderful walks with great facilities 

Transport 
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Diversity (7) 

Diversity and welcoming new migrants 

Diversity (x 4) 

Diverse cultures 

Diverse 

Environment 

Big trees 

The lake is not far away 

Open countryside 

Some pretty flowers/nice gardens 

It’s a good environment 

Mix of ages 

Young people 

Knowledge and wisdom of the older members of the community 

Lots of ages close together 

Great area for families 

Positive Attitude 

Initiative 

Opportunity 

Creative 

New community 

New 

New community – fresh start 

It’s a growing area 

Manageable size 

Part of ACT jurisdiction governance (smaller than NSW) 

Other 

The gravy of great minds begins with the soup of the soul 


