
A Very Kippax Christmas 2017 
 

The event is introduced by Karyl, who acknowledges the traditional 
owners, and welcome everybody. 
 
As the script is read, people who have come dressed as the character/ item which is 
mentioned will move to the front of the auditorium to create an ongoing tableau.   
The items that are underlined are simply suggestions of things that people might 
come dressed as.   We may have more than one person coming as any one 
character. 
 

Narrator (Sonja):  Like any small town, news travels far and before you know 

it, everyone knows your business.  Especially news that’s a bit juicy. 
 

Gossip 1:  Pssttt….Did you know that Mary is going to have a baby? 

Gossip 2: Oh my, and no husband to be seen… 

I’m surprised anyone in that family has the gall to show their face around 

here.  First that old woman Elizabeth somehow got preggers and had a little 

boy – don’t ask me how that happened!! 

Gossip 1: Yeh – she’s 80 if she’s a day! 

Gossip 2: Well, that’s what I heard…. 

Gossip 1:  Yes, and now I hear that her cousin Mary is pregnant too! 

Gossip 2:  Who’s the father? 

Gossip 1:  Joseph, the carpenter’s son. 

Gossip 2:  Oooo – well I never.  I’m just going to see if Miriam has heard…. 
 

Narrator (Calab):  in that same town, there was a man called Joseph.  He 

was a pretty ordinary bloke – a carpenter, doing what carpenters do.  and as 

so often happens, his life took a very unexpected turn. 

First of all he found out his fiancée Mary was pregnant.    
 

Joseph (Robert T):  How did that happen??  
 

Narrator (Calab):  We’re told that Mary was visited by a messenger from 

God telling her she would bear a special child – she was shocked, to put it 

mildly. 

There is no denying that this was an extraordinary situation, one that would 

puzzle theologians and great thinkers for centuries, but Joseph decided to 

stand by the woman he was engaged to.  
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 

SONG 1: Angels from the realms of glory (Verse 1 only) 
 



Town Cryer (Peter H): Citizens of Nazareth, hear ye, hear ye, hear ye. 

By order of his imperial majesty, Caesar Augustus, from his great throne in 

Rome, all the world is to be counted - so he can tax the lot of you! 
 

Narrator (Sonja):  The Emperor wanted to make sure Judea was paying up, 

so he ordered all the local governors to conduct a census – to count all the 

people.   
 

That meant that everyone had to travel to the place where they’d been born!  

For many people like Joseph who lived in Nazareth but were born in 

Bethlehem, that meant a journey of almost 160 kms.  All walking or riding on 

animals.  Can you imagine walking all that way just so they could be counted, 

so that they could be forced to pay taxes that they didn’t have! 
 

And so, with Mary more than 8 months pregnant, the couple headed off on a 

4 day journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  Being a thoughtful man, Joseph 

got hold of a mangy donkey to carry their camping gear, food and water, and 

so that Mary didn’t have to walk the whole way. 
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 

SONG 2: Little Donkey 

 

Narrator (Sonja):  It was a tough trek, with no nice hotels on the way, just 

themselves and the kindness of strangers to rely on.  They had to be watchful 

for bandits on the road as they preyed upon all the travellers moving around 

the land. 
 

So after 4 long days, Mary & Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, feeling a little the 

worse for wear.  But still there was no rest.  They had to go around looking for 

a place to stay.  They went around to all their aunties & uncles, even their 

cousins places but they were all full up.  They went around to all the inns, but 

every spare bed was taken.  Even the roofs were full up!  They were getting 

really desperate when the owner of a pub took pity on them and told them 

they could camp out in the stables with the horses and cows. 

And so it was that in the shed, camped out in between the animals, Mary 

went into labour and gave birth to a healthy baby boy.  They named him 

Jesus.  They wrapped him up snugly, and used a feed trough full of hay 

gathered up from the animal stalls, as a cradle. 
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 

SONG 3: Away in a Manger 
 



Narrator (Calab):  Now not far out of town that night, there was a group of 

shepherds and shearers, sitting around a campfire, spinning yarns while they 

rested after their long day’s work. 
 

Suddenly the whole sky lit up, like New Year’s Eve fireworks, and God’s 

messenger appeared among them.  
 

They didn’t think they’d drunk that much already!!  But the messenger calmed 

them down and said: 
 

Meg H:  “Don’t panic – I’m here with good news!  A saviour has been born in 

Bethlehem, David’s city.  This baby is God’s chosen one, God’s gift to the 

world, and he will be the Lord of all.  If you don’t believe me, go and see if for 

yourselves.  Go looking for the baby sleeping in a feed cloth in a stable.” 
 

Narrator (Sonja):  Even more surprisingly, as soon as the messenger had 

finished speaking, a huge heavenly choir appeared – all praising God and 

singing at the top of their voices “All the glory belongs to God in heaven, and 

let there be peace on earth for all God’s people!” 
 

And suddenly they were gone - just like that!  The shepherds were stunned!   
 

Peter H: “We’d better pack up, and go and check this out” they said.  “Let’s 

head into town and check out what’s going on.” 
 

Narrator (Sonja):  It didn’t take them long to pack up, and they headed 

straight into Bethlehem.  It didn’t take them long to track down the stable 

where, just as the messenger had said, they found Mary & Joseph and their 

baby.   
 

When they saw all this, they began telling everyone what they had heard, and 

what they had seen about this child.  And the people they told could hardly 

believe their ears when they heard what the shepherd had to say. 
 

After they had told lots of people, they headed back to their camp.  But they 

were still excited because they knew something big had begun. 
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 
Song  4: While shepherds watched their flocks Verses 1-4 
 

 

 

 

 



Narrator (Sonja):  Now all of this happened during the reign of King Herod 

and he was a very unpleasant, power hungry man who felt very threatened by 

the idea that another “king” might have just been born.  

 

Soon after Jesus’ birth, a group of wise women and men arrived from the far 

east, looking for the special baby.  These learned scholars travelled a very 

long way across the desert, following a strange moving star, to find the 

special new king whose birth they had seen in the stars, and to pay him 

homage. 
 

Once in Bethlehem, they of course started their search at Herod’s palace, 

asking “Where can we find the child who has been born to be the king of the 

Jews? We have seen the star that heralds his birth, and so we have come all 

this way to pay our respects.” 
 

Obviously Herod was none too pleased to hear about the possibility of 

someone replacing him, him a first term king - so he asked the wise people to 

be his spies – to seek out the new king and report back.  
 

Narrator (Calab):  As well as recruiting the wise people as spies, Herod 

called on his top religious advisers to do some investigating to find out where 

the baby would be.  The scholars got their information from the old scrolls – 

from the prophets Isaiah, Micah & Daniel.   They had written about the 

coming of a Messiah who would be born in Bethlehem just like King David, so 

long ago.  The prophets had said Bethlehem would be the home town of 

God’s chosen ruler, and this new leader would guide God’s people to live as 

they had promised they would. 
 

So, having being briefed by Herod, the wise people headed off. As they did, 

they spotted the star again, the same one they had first seen appear.  

Following it, they were able to track down the place where the child was.  

Their search came to an end and they were overjoyed to find this mysterious, 

precious child. 
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 

SONG 5: Star Child verses 1 & 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Narrator (Calab):  At the stable, they introduced themselves to Mary and 

Joseph and were allowed to meet the baby they had come all this way to see. 

Overcome with a sense of awe, they fell to their knees before the child.  The 

wise men gave him exotic gifts they had brought with them on their long 

journey:   

 gold, to symbolise Jesus’ kingship and to help a young family get started;  

 frankincense, a beautiful perfume to symbolise holiness; 

 and myrrh, another fragrant substance, known for its healing and 

embalming properties.     

The wise women gave Mary and Joseph some more practical gifts like 

nappies, and clothes and food. 
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 

Song  6: We three kings of Orient are (2 verses only) 

 

Narrator (Sonja):  Fortunately, before the wise men and women could even 

think about going back to tell Herod they had found Jesus, they were warned 

in a vivid dream not to, so they kept a low profile and took the back roads out 

of Judea as they began their journey home to their own country. 
 

Before long, Herod realised the wise people weren’t coming back so he 

prepared to take more drastic measures - he sent his soldiers out looking for 

all newborn babies. This was not going to be a good thing. But God warned 

Joseph in a dream, and Mary and Joseph bundled up their precious newborn 

and headed off in secret to take the long way home to safety.  
 

Karyl:  A pause for a group photograph 
 

(Introduced by Karyl & sung by the congregation) 

Song 7: Joy to the world  

 

 


