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Karyl Davison -  
Minister’s Report 
 
Last year we, the 
Uniting Church in Aus-
tralia, celebrated its 
40th birthday and so it 
seems like a good op-
portunity to revisit the 
classic question: How 
do we know we are the 
church?  In his revisiting 
of our founding document, the Basis of Union,  
Andrew Dutney reminds us of the Reformers’ 
‘marks of the church’: 

the word (that is, Jesus) truly preached;  
the sacraments rightly administered;  
and godly discipline (whether our fellowship  

is genuinely part of God’s church).   

Dutney argues that these ‘marks’ were fundamen-
tal to the writers of the Basis, but in such a way 
that a fourth mark, ‘mission’ was found to underlie 
the others.  What that means is that the measure 
of preaching, sacramental celebration, and  
disciple-making is the extent to which these  
activities equip the participants for mission in the 
world. 

The Basis of Union, in other words, leaves us in no 
doubt that mission is a touchstone of our identity.  
So, how do we know we are the church?  We are 
‘church’ to the extent that we are oriented to-
wards mission.  We exist for mission. 

For many years now, Kippax UC has been engaged 
in mission, both directly and indirectly, through 
the work of UnitingCare Kippax as well as the con-
nections we have made with our community 
through room hires and events like the Garage 
Sale.  We have much to be proud of! 

Engagement in Community Services is just one way 
of being in mission.  Our leadership team will be 
focusing on what being in God’s mission in our 
community might look like into the future.   

HIGHLIGHT.  With Rev Aimee Kent joining the 
leadership team as Community Relationships  
Minister early in 2018, our connection with the 
broader community has been, and will continue to 

be strengthened.  This will not necessarily result 
in larger congregational numbers but will in-
crease the number of people in our community 
who  
experience God’s hospitality and generosity by 
being engaged with us. 

SPOTLIGHT.  This year we have tried to re-shape 
10.30am worship to meet the broad needs of the  
congregation.  This has seen us move to a pattern 
of intergenerational & multi-sensory worship 
each 1st and 3rd Sunday and contemporary adult 
focused worship, with separate multi-sensory  
activities, each 2nd and 4th Sunday.  This has  
required abundant grace from everyone  
concerned, but seems to be better meeting the 
needs of families with children. 

LOOKING FORWARD.  After wide consultation on 
the future sustainability of our long-standing 
community event, the Monster Garage Sale, we 
have begun transitioning to more targeted and 
manageable events that have the potential of 
connecting with a whole new cross section of our 
community here in West Belconnen.  At the time 
of writing, our first new event, the Winter Arts 
Fair is only days away but it is clear that this 
event has attracted much greater energy from 
within our congregations than the Garage Sale in 
recent years.  Other ideas for future events  
include: Op Shop Trivia; Feast of Stories; Repair 
Café; and Harmony Day. I’m looking forward to 
where this change of direction takes us. 

We head into the next year excited about future  
possibilities for joining with God in our  
neighbourhood, of living out the good news in 
real and practical ways, and providing opportuni-
ties for people to experience a glimpse of God’s 
reign here and now. 

 Thanks so much to members of Church Council - 
we have worked hard and achieved an incredible 
amount of work this year.    I am also enormously 
grateful to my colleagues for their ongoing  
leadership, support and encouragement. 

And thankyou to you all – Kippax is a wonderful  
community to be part of. 

Karyl Davison 
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Aimee Kent - Minister’s Report 
 

Highlight 
After a truly special wel-
come and induction, it has 
been a wonderful six 
months of getting to know 
the Kippax Community 
and many amazing people 
who are part of this place. 
 
 
 
 
Spotlight  
This year we had a visit from Voci Stupende; an 
opera company of young Sydney Conservatorium 
graduates. It was a magical afternoon of music 
and drama. So good, we’ll be inviting them back to 
visit with us again!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking forward 
This Christmas will be overflowing with cheer as 
we partner up with the YMCA’s Leumeah lodge to 
host a Christmas Lunch! Delicious food, fun and 
games will fill Kippax as people are invited to 
share in this special day.  
 

 

UnitingCare Kippax has had an-
other busy year journeying 
alongside people in our commu-
nity, including those who are 
most vulnerable.  Of course, 
people who are not vulnerable 
also access our centre, partici-
pate in some of our programs 
and create connections with 
others here.  This is a really important part of what 
happens.  What we do is build community.  We’re 
aiming to build an inclusive community where  
everyone gets a chance to lead a decent or reason-
ably comfortable life.  That means we do things 
like giving food or clothing or vouchers to people 
who are doing it tough, providing counselling to 
those who need it, or building parenting skills with 
those who have suffered trauma.  It means we 
provide ways for parents, regardless of vulnerabil-
ity, to connect with each other, build supportive 
friendships and learn more about parenting skills.  
It means we create jobs that didn’t exist before.  It 
means we build connections between organisa-
tions so that we can provide a better range of 
more appropriately distributed services and op-
portunities.  It means we train people to be better 
community sector workers so that people who do 
access community services get better quality sup-
port and service provision.  It means we talk to de-
cision makers about changes that are needed – in 
transport, or funding, or housing, or income sup-
port, or equity – so that the whole community 
benefits.  I’m thrilled with the work that Uniting-
Care Kippax is doing and the positive difference 
we’re making on many levels.   Some examples of 
the different levels on which we’re having impacts 
follow.  I’d be happy to tell you more!   

Level 1: Individual  

Picture this… a young woman, in her 20s.  She’s 
the mother of a 3-year old.  She has multiple  
mental health conditions, which include anxiety 

Levels of Change 

Continued on back page. 
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Church Council’s 
Annual Report – 

2017/2018 
 
This year, we have 
been moving from a 
period of transition to 
one of rejuvenation. 
 

 
The priority for the Church Council continues to be: 

the building  up of the Congregation  
in faith and love, 

sustaining members in hope,  
and leading the Congregation  

to a fuller participation  
in Christ’s mission in the world.   

 
Within this context, here are some of the  
spotlights, highlights and how we are planning to 
journey forward together. 
 
SPOTLIGHT 
Having closely consulted on the future of our major 
and long-standing community engagement activity, 
the Monster Garage Sale, we have deliberately 
been introducing different ways in which we  
meaningfully connect with the broader community.  
To gradually reduce our dependency on the 
‘Monster” garage sale style of community  
engagement and fund raising we are trying new, 
fresh ways of making these connections. 
 
 
HIGHLIGHT 
Without a doubt, the highlight was the arrival of 
Rev Aimee Kent in March 2018 as our new part-
time Community Relationship Minister.  Hallelujah!  
This was the result of a congregational-led discern-
ment process that saw us revisiting our Congrega-
tional Profile and the Position Description for this 
role so that it complemented the role of Rev Karyl 
Davison.  Many thanks to the Kippax Joint  
Nominating Committee who were instrumental in 
ensuring we were very clear as to how this role 
would meet the needs and forward vision of the 
congregation.   
 

As many of you will know, the 15th Assembly of the 
Uniting Church in Australia recently agreed to “… 
hold two equal and distinct views on marriage to 
honour the diversity of Christian belief among its 
members.”  Members of the Assembly, “… resolved 
to allow its ministers the freedom to conduct or to 
refuse to conduct same-gender marriages”.  After 
some discussion consensus was achieved by the 
Kippax Uniting Church Council in August to allow 
for same-gender marriages to be conducted on our 
premises. 
 
  
LOOKING FORWARD 
Church Council will continue to nourish and grow 
our purposeful engagement and collaboration with 
our neighbouring faith communities so we can live 
out the theme from Corinthians 12:12 

The Body of Christ … All these are the work of 
one and the same Spirit, who apportions them 
to each one as He determines.  The body is a 
unit, though it is comprised of many parts and 
although its parts are many, they do form one 
body.  So it is with Christ 

 
In order to continue to build, sustain and lead the 
Congregation in a meaningful fashion, Church 
Council will focus on what our participation in 
“Christ’s mission in the world” looks like into the 
future. It is time to refresh, renew, refocus … yes, 
rejuvenate our vision of who God wants us to be in 
this world.   
 
 
As I step down as Chair of Church Council, I would 
like to formally thank Church Councillors both past 
and present for their faithfulness, openness, hon-
esty, support and encouragement to both myself 
and the church more broadly.   
 
A big thank you also to congregational members 
and all who call Kippax ‘home’.  Your contributions 
within the congregation, the wider church, commu-
nity and work places with individuals, groups and 
organisations are not always visible and often go 
unnoticed.  On behalf of the Church Council I ap-
plaud you for your good works and acknowledge 
your faithful service, valued generosity, energy and 
enthusiasm! 
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Rev Aimee Kent has been a wonderful addition to 
our Leadership team this year!  Thank you Aimee 
for your patience as you challenge us to explore 
and try out new and exciting ways of being church 
in the marketplace and beyond.  We look forward 
to venturing together as the Spirit guides us  
particularly in the areas of the first third of life and 
pastoral care. 
 
Rev Karyl Davison has been a gift from God to our 
church, congregation, community, staff, Uniting-
Care Kippax and their clients, the Leadership team 
and Church Council. Thank you Karyl for your  
perseverance, insightful teaching, vision, enthusi-
asm and encouragement.  May you continue to 
challenge and stretch us to become truly faithful 
pilgrims and pathfinders. 
 
In a time of rejuvenation, I leave you with a prayer 
from Noel Davis’s book “Heart Coming Home” … 
 
Living the Heart’s Passion 
 
‘Since the Spirit is our life, 
let us be guided by the Spirit’ * 
 
Be, simply be 
that our hearts may be 
in all we do. 
 
In the silence 
we hear our heart’s passion – 
 
It’s time to move forward and on 
to surrender to Spirit’s advances 
to be guided by the gifts of Spirit 
in the choices to be made 
that will shape and deliver 
the world of our new day. 
 
* Galatians 5:25 
 
 
Blessings and peace, 
 
Joan C Scott 
Chair, Church Council 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVERSATION 
GROUP  
 

We meet each Friday morning during on Term weeks  
between 11am and 12 noon.  Our numbers vary, as 
several of our participants move onto attend CIT.  This 
year we have enjoyed the company of Peruvians, Salva-
dorians, Vietnamese, Indonesians, and Chinese, sharing 
interests and knowledge in gardening, cooking and 
families. 
 

Beattie Hatfield and Yvonne Nicolle 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 
 

The 9.00 service is a traditional service supported 
by some very talented musicians and this has  
continued to be the case this year.  As in previous 
years, it has been a blessing to work with the 
range of musicians of the calibre that you see at 
our 9.00 services.  Kippax is blessed in this regard. 

As you are aware, the 10.30 service is a modern 
take on the traditional style of church service. We 
feel that this is enhanced by the choice of music 
that tends to be songs of praise rather than tradi-
tional hymns; although we do occasionally fall 
back on tradition as the moment calls for it.  Music 
can be a very powerful trigger, bringing memories, 
thoughts, feelings, wonder and joy to people.  
Again, Kippax has been blessed in the singers and 
other musicians who have made themselves  
available in this regard. 

Our thanks go out to all for the hours put in by our 
music leaders in coordinating, recruiting and  
leading.  Your contributions have been immense. 

 

Danni Abrahams 
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STUDY GROUPS 

TUESDAY STUDY GROUP 
 

We meet from 7.30pm – 9.30pm (ish) at Beattie 
Hatfield’s.  Beginning with coffee, tea, nibbles and 
a catch-up.  Our study material varies and includes 
Church-themed topics during Lent and Advent, 
and challenging series from a wide range of  
authors. 

Recently we have looked at the teachings of Julian 
of Norwich, and books on Food and Animals of the 
Bible, and now Signs and Symbols from the Bible.  
Most of us have discovered Bible references hith-
erto undiscovered!!   

We laugh, share, eat, and consign many things to 
the mystery box. 

Beattie Hatfield 

MONDAY STUDY GROUP 
 
We meet fortnightly at the home of Dean  
Tregenza and Annette Jackson.  Like other groups 
we start with coffee and a catch up and usually 
move on to study, but sometimes catching up with 
each other is more important pastorally. 
 
A highlight would be our study on The King’s 
Speech.  We made it last a long time as meeting 
fortnightly means we take longer than other 
groups to complete a study, and we always find a 
lot to talk about.   
 
If there are 5 Mondays 
in a month we use that 
evening to have dinner 
together, which is  al-
ways a treat. 
 
We look forward to 
more time learning 
together. 
 
Jill Robertson 

SPIRITUALITY OF GOD FROM THE HEART  
 
Spotlight. 
The special gift in our group is we really listen to 
each other... as weshare our week, do creative 
exercises, reflect on words that have guided 
us.... 
What happens when we truly listen to another 
person? We are transformed! "Someone started 
listening to me. They didn't agree or disagree, 
they were just listening. Then I found myself  
listening to myself. I started to feel a worth in  
myself" 
Meditation centres us spiritually. 
 
Highlight. 
Dot surprised us with a gift.....a colourful booklet 
on her life. 
 
A lively discussion on the people and events that 
shaped Dot's life, led others to reflect on their 
lives. An Aunty had been a positive influence for 
Dot. Why? Who had influenced them? As often 
happens, we went home having learnt more 
about each other and with a desire to understand 
more about ourselves. 
 
Going Forward. 

We are working together to prepare a study on 
the movie "As it is in Heaven” .  We are preparing 
it especially for Kippax, hoping many small groups 
will be encouraged and challenged by the diverse 
themes and interesting characters, into lively  
discussion. 
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUP FOR MEN 
 
Highlight: The Kippax Uniting Men's Tuesday Bible 
Study Group met regularly through the year, using 
study guides to learn about the Bible books of 
Judges, 1 Kings, 2 Kings and Galatians 
 
Spotlight: The social problems that led ancient 
Israel to establish judges and kings as leaders of 
the community have many enduring lessons for 
our world today  
Looking Forward: We will continue to appreciate 
the mutual support of prayer, fellowship and 
study of the Bible to deepen our Christian faith.  
 
Robert Tulip 

FRIDAY CRAFT GROUP 
 
Highlight:  Seeing women from 
all walks of life coming together 
to share skills and support each  
other in their daily lives. 
 
Spotlight:  Looking at the stun-
ningly beautifully dressed dolls and teddies and 
other fabulous works of crafts. 
 
Looking forward:  To another year where a wide 
variety of projects are commenced, eventually  
finished and shown, many being given away to 
those in need.  We meet on a Friday at KUC from 
1.30 to 3.30. 

 
Edna Kauffman 

K3C (KIPPAX CYCLING, COFFEE AND CHAT) GROUP 
 
Highlight:  Seeing 9 oldies eagerly awaiting the departure of our train to Sydney where we boarded the 
Noordam for a cruise to New Zealand, via Melbourne and Hobart.  When in ports, we all hopped onto bikes 
and had a wonderful cycling experience mainly in New Zealand. 
 
Spotlight:  Over the many years K3C has held its core group, despite us all aging year by year.  The medical 
profession are keen to see us all continue our exercise as long as possible. 
 
Looking forward:  To many more years of twice-weekly rides by our senior citizens.  In September over 20 of 
us are looking forward to a few days cycling or walking in the Wangaratta area. 
 

Edna Kauffman 

Cycling 

Coffee and chat! 
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June & November 2017 
 
The MGSs for the mid- and late-2017 were organ-
ised by Chris & Peter Ellis on behalf of the Church 
Council, with a result for each that met the ex-
pectations from previous years: 

KUC provided a venue for people to give and 
take away (recycle) goods through the 
community... 

  raised funds for the ongoing work of the 
congregation in this community. 

Thanks must go, of course, to James and Rob, the 
previous organisers, who backed up with great 
effort but without feeling the weight of responsi-
bility. Also, our volunteers from KUC and, increas-
ingly, the wider community organisations, has 
meant that “many hands make lighter work”. 

May 2018 
In an effort to reduce the impact of GS on the 
congregation several changes to our approach 
were made including: 

Employing Mower Shed staff to do 
pickups and deliveries of furniture; 

Deliveries were limited to one per 
family; 

Broadening the coordinating team; 
Emphasis on moving goods on rather 

than storing for future sales; 
Sorting donations out as they arrived; 
Encouraging stall holders to drop pric-

es early to sell more. 
 

Some observations: 
There were fewer volunteers.  The inability of 

a few key volunteers to be available had a 
significant impact on volunteer numbers; 

The proportion of congregational, community 
and UCK volunteers & staff is changing – 
the number of congregational volunteers 
is diminishing.  This impacts the positive 
interactions that are so key to GS but it 
also reduces our corporate knowledge in 
key areas like set up and pack up.  This 
was most obvious (and problematic) dur-

ing the Saturday furniture/foyer set up – 
there was only 1 congregational volunteer 
until about 7.30am. 

The move to lidded coffee mugs seemed to 
work well and made delivery of hot drinks 
to volunteers safer. 

There seemed to be fewer donations and of 
generally poorer quality and there were 
also fewer shoppers.  Consequently, in-
come was less (approximately $2000 less 
than at the same time in 2017).    

We threw out a lot (some goods had been 
stored and re-stored 3 or 4 times), some 
before the sale day.  One result is that 
fewer goods were repacked and stored.  
This will reduce the set up impact next 
time; make room for new donations; and 
means that shoppers will have fresh goods 
to browse.   

Even though we said we wouldn’t accept 
mattresses or prams (we cannot sell  
either) a number of both were donated.  
We have to pay a fee for the disposal of 
each mattress, and the prams went into 
our general disposal.   

 
It is too soon to map trends but it is possible that 

the opening of Vinnies at the Kippax shops, and 

the Hands Across Canberra online Garage Sale are 

having an impact on Kippax Monster Garage 

Sales.  This combined with the reduction in volun-

teers (especially congregational) needed to run 

the Garage Sales means we should be looking at 

alternatives. 

Karyl Davison 

MONSTER GARAGE SALES  
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BIGGEST MORNING TEA 

The Biggest Morning Tea, in aid of the Cancer 

Council, is a regular feature in May and we are 

getting quite a reputation for good food and wide-

ranging crafts. So much so, that this year we were 

considered as VIPs by the Cancer Council, in 

recognition of our constant great results.    

 

This year’s BMT was the usual great success, due 

in no small part to the enthusiasm of many  

people, from the bakers providing the tempting 

tucker, the talented knitters and sewers contrib-

uting to the Trading Table and the helpers at the 

door, dealing with the competitions and those 

serving tea and coffee.   We made $1428.60, 

of which $571 came from the Trading Table and 

$230 from the competitions. 

The winners of these were spread through the 

congregation and the Village, with the quilt going 

to one of the line dancers again. 

Naturally, the Cancer Council staff were thrilled 

with our result and accepted our  

contribution with enthusiasm.  Our donations 

over the years have gone to cancer research 

so we can look upon any breakthroughs in treat-

ment as a credit to our BMTs. 

Susan Evans 

YOUNG FAMILIES 
  
Highlight – Young Families has been rather quiet 
in 2018. Following on from a meeting late 2017, 
we decided a new direction was needed. This saw 
a focus on younger children and older children 
and alternating events suitable for each age 
group each month. This was a great conversation 
to adapt to the changing ages and needs of the 
families and children.  
  
Spotlight – We had a lovely lunch gathering  
hosted by John Williams which was a great way to 
build stronger multi-generational relationships. 
We would love this to continue in 2018/2019. 
Please see Nikkie if you’d like to host a gathering. 
  
Looking forward -  After a quiet start to 2018, we 
would love to get this up and running again more 
consistently.  

Creative time at 2017 Kippax Konnex 
at Warrambui. 
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS  

HIGHLIGHT: Holiday Happenings are enjoyed by us all. Thanks to our army 
of committed volunteers, we have continued to provide these fun holiday 
events into our 20th year, and are still going strong - valued by the commu-
nity, the parents and carers, and the children. 

SPOTLIGHT: It's a joy to behold the children creating individual masterpiec-
es with the simple, cheap, mostly recycled materials we provide, under the 
friendly supervision of our wonderful helpers. 

LOOKING FORWARD: We will continue to provide these fun days for our 
community's families for the foreseeable future, but it would be really use-
ful to have more help with setting up on Wednesday afternoon and clean-
ing up on Thursday afternoon. (These are special jobs for people who have 
only a little time, or want to avoid children.) 

Chris Ellis 

CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL 

HIGHLIGHT: Canberra is a very generous community! We received, recorded, and sorted about 2,500 gifts 
(not including the Teenage Gift Drive). While there were fewer donations of gifts, the monetary donations 
were larger, so many shopping excursions have topped up our supply, and made sure we have a healthy ini-
tial supply of toys for the coming Christmas. (But we know how quickly the shelves empty!) We distributed 
gifts to 1,020 children and teens. Unfortunately the numbers of adults were not recorded in the new system. 

SPOTLIGHT: The wonderful spirit of cooperation between staff and volunteers as we all work  
together with our community partners to "Give everyone a Christmas"! 

LOOKING FORWARD:  Everyone who comes in expects to take away toys, but the greatest joy and gratitude 
is shown by the adults who, ensuring their children will have presents, do not expect to choose gifts for 
themselves.  

In the coming year it would be good for our congregation to focus our efforts on adult gifts. It would also 
help for us to call this a "Gift  Appeal" rather than a "Toy Appeal."  

Chris Ellis 
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OVER 50s 

At 2 pm on the first Monday of the month the Over 
50s meet in the Red Room, a small group of  
considerably over 50 in age, but a lot younger in 
every other way. 

Topics we have discussed this year have been the 
Olympics, What’s in a Name, God’s creation, The 
speed of communication, and others.   We all come 
from very different backgrounds and experiences, 
which makes every meeting interesting.    

Afternoon tea concludes our time together and we 
also make a small contribution each month to the 
kitty and send a sizeable donation to a charity of 
our choice at the end of the year.   A warm wel-
come is there for anyone who wishes to join us.      

Susan Evans 

SUPER SINGLES 

At 12 noon on the last Sunday of the month the 
Super Singles will be found at the Chinese Inn 
tucking in to the delicious dishes they have to 
offer.    

The Seniors meal consists of one course from a 
wide range and only costs about $9, although the 
full menu is also available.   We have a permanent 
booking so it doesn’t matter how many turn up, 
room will always be found.    

It’s great not to have to cook on that day, as well 
as no washing up,  and we finish with one or two 
luscious chocolates.   What more could you want? 
 
Susan Evans 

WINTER  ARTS  FAIR 
 
Our first event of this kind was held on August 
11th.  It was a great community gathering where 
people from within KUC and beyond shared their 
diverse creative gifts. 
 
The friendly atmosphere, opportunities for conver-
sations with old and new friends  especially whilst  
consuming a delicious morning tea and a chance to 
raise funds for KUC, made it an enjoyable morning. 
 
Many thanks to all contributors, with items to dis-
play and sell and who helped in setting up, running 
the event and packing up afterwards.  
 
We look forward to possibly doing it all again! 
 
Yvonne Nicolle and Beattie Hatfield. 
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and depression and often it’s just too hard to get 
out of bed.  The child’s father isn’t living with 
them and is more of a hindrance than a help.  In 
fact, he causes problems both for her and for the 
child, in a way that continues to damage her 
mental health.  She has some support from her 
family, but she feels guilty if she calls on them 
too much.   Her first connection with UnitingCare 
Kippax was through the emergency relief pro-
gram, getting food and a listening ear.  She also 
attended a playgroup.  That led to a couple of 
referrals.  Then when her child was 4 and in pre-
school, she connected with HIPPY.  It helps par-
ents to be their child’s first educator by having a 
tutor going to the home to show the parent the 
workbooks.  Then the parent spends 10 minutes 
a day doing the activities with their child.  This 
young woman (and her child) loved it!  She went 
on to be a HIPPY tutor, helping others.  She’s 
been employed as a casual worker with HIPPY for 
nearly two years now.  During that time she has 
volunteered doing all the background work and 
shopping for the Breakfast Clubs.  She’s also em-
ployed, still as a casual, doing the Mower Shed 
administration. Recently she applied for and won 
a permanent part-time position with the organi-
sation.  Now the picture is different.  Now she’s a 
young woman, in her 30s, with permanent  
employment and strong community support that 
helps her manage both herself and her son.   The 
community that wrapped around her and the  
opportunity to meet challenges that gradually 
increased in complexity over a few years has  
enabled her to change her life for the better. 

Level 2: Community  

In 2013 UnitingCare Kippax held a forum called 
“Let’s Make It Fair” during Anti-Poverty Week.  
120 people representing all aspects of our com-
munity came up with ideas about ways we could 
make the community fairer.  One of those ideas 
was a mower or tool lending library.  The Mower 
Shed was established as a mower lending service 
in 2014 and started providing free mowing in 
2015.  In 2016 we turned it into a social enter-
prise that now provides full cost, subsidised and  
free mowing, equipment loans and rubbish removal.  
We employ people who find it hard to gain or main-

tain employment.  In 18 months, the Mower Shed 
has employed 17 people, two of whom have gone on 
to full-time employment, three to part-time employ-
ment and two have found that this approach isn’t for 
them.  We have eight people actively on the books at 
the moment.  We don’t have the resource to identify 
what the micro-economic impact of this is, but there 
have been 17 people who have earnt money they 
otherwise wouldn’t have had and it’s most likely that 
the money was then spent in our local area.  These 
entry level jobs are providing a way (back) into the 
workforce, skilling people for work in the mainstream 
market and changing the local economy as a result. 

Level 3: Community Services Sector  

The quality of services that people receive when they 
access them is important.  We all want our doctor or 
our mechanic to be suitably trained, experienced, 
professional and effective.  The same goes for work-
ers in the community sector.  UnitingCare Kippax is 
proud to support the development of workers in the 
community sector by offering student placements to 
people studying social work, counselling, community 
development, community services and dietetics.  In 
2017 we supported 15 students.  Each gets inducted, 
undertakes face to face work or a project, completes 
their placement requirements and gains a level of 
experience they couldn’t otherwise access.  Our 
effectiveness in this area is reflected by how many of 
them come back to volunteer, or apply for jobs with 
us, or work with us on short-term contracts.  It’s a 
vital role in the development of our sector. 

Looking forward?  

2018-19 is proving to be a busy, productive year as 

well.  The UCK Board has adopted a new strategic 

directions document that will guide our work for the 

next three to five years.  It clarifies our mission:  

Together, create community.  It talks of the building 

we want to do, to create an inclusive, resilient and 

connected community.  Our work is expanding, as we 

auspice Belconnen – A Village for Every Child, focus-

ing on ensuring that every child in Belconnen grows 

up physically healthy, socially and emotionally strong 

and ready to engage in learning and life.  We still face 

challenges, such as ongoing funding for some of our 

programs.  But we are, so far, doing OK at coping 

with success. 

Anker Brodersen 

Chair, UnitingCare Kippax Board. 

Uniting Care Kippax - continued from page 3 


